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The official opening of the Holywell Playground by the Lord Mayor of Leeds, Councillor 
Asghar Khan, on 9th October 2021. 

 



It’s been a long time since we last produced a newsletter, so I thought it would be a 
good idea to include an abridged version of this year’s Chairman’s report which 
covers a lot of the work carried out by your Parish Council since the start of the 
pandemic.   
 

Debbie Potter 
 

Chairman’s Report to the Annual Meeting 
Monday, 19 April 2021 
 

Along with the rest of society, Covid changed the way we operated.  Many things 
were cancelled, meetings were held remotely, no newsletters, no surgeries, Leeds 
City Council staff were working remotely, council tips were closed, the playgrounds 
closed, Brown Bin collections ceased, litter bins were sealed as LCC stopped 
emptying, LCC waste sites were closed, shops, hospitality, leisure centres, all 
closed.  I wonder if, in the future, we will remember just how it was in March 2020.  It 
was an unprecedented time, and a time of great uncertainty.  The Parish Council did 
what it could and The Red Lion (Richard and Kirsty) very quickly set up a volunteer 
register and those kind people who volunteered delivered shopping, medicines, etc, 
to vulnerable and isolating residents.  The Parish Council offered its support as 
required, and paid for the delivery of newspapers to protect the workers in the 
Village Shop.  It was an amazing effort and showed our sense of community.  This 
effort still continues as restrictions are gradually eased. 

 
Councillors continue to attend training courses and forums via Zoom (etc) to keep 
up to date with current topics, and also to represent our community on various 
Forums.  
 
It has been difficult to keep residents informed of our work without Shadwell News, 
the surgery and the Parish Council newsletter.  However, information is always put 
on the SPC website and, when appropriate, on the Shadwell Village Community 
Group website. Both the newsletter and the surgery will restart as soon as 
restrictions are lifted.  (Note:  The surgery has now restarted) 
 
Over the last 2 years, we have continued with all the routine work of the Council – 
reporting and chasing the City Council on problems including potholes, fly-tipping, 
dog fouling, street lights, faded white lines, leaf debris, damaged verges, missing 
street name plates, the sign into the village, to name but a few.  The new Shadwell 
sign was eventually erected on Shadwell Lane. We request the street litter bins to 
be emptied – they seem to be constantly overflowing with dog poo bags.   
 
Crime has been very low over the last year, with burglaries at nil most months.  
 
Although we were in talks with First Bus to improve our service, these have 
obviously been unnecessary during Lockdown.   We are in discussions with Metro 
regarding the Wetherby Road/Carr Lane bus stops used for the X99/98 bus, for the 
provision of bus shelters. (note: Our request for improved bus stops on A58 have 
been refused). 



 
 
The Parish Council lunch for our older residents over 80 took place in March 2019, 
but was cancelled in 2020, and again, this year.  However, at Christmas, the Parish 
Council delivered hyacinth bowls to all the over 80s who had previously attended the 
lunches.  
 
The new Conservation Area centred around Holywell Lane was finally made.  A 
public meeting was held in June 2019 for local residents and interested parties.  
Leeds City Council has now designated the area as a Conservation Area. 

 
Parking Issues around the school remain unresolved. However, we have managed 
to have two ‘limited waiting time’ bays installed at the shops.  The 20mph limit 
through the village has been put on hold, subject to City Council investigations.  Our 
speed indicator devices were installed and have provided data to both the Parish 
and the City Councils.   

 
The Parish Council supplements the work undertaken by Leeds City Council during 
severe weather, by engaging a contractor to clear the side roads. This has been 
particularly useful during the heavy snow falls in early 2021.  Rock salt has been 
provided by SPC in the numerous grit bins around the village, and our contractor, 
along with Shadwell in Bloom volunteers, has spread grit on the pavements in the 
most used areas of the village.   

 
The Maintenance of the village is of 
great importance to all of us, and the 
Parish Council takes this very 
seriously.  As mentioned previously, 
we have a contractor – Peter Hallas 
– who works predominantly with the 
volunteers of Shadwell In Bloom 
every Tuesday. He also repairs the 
village benches, removes rubbish to 
the tip, installs the sponsorship 
signs, empties hanging baskets, to 
name but a few of his duties, and 
has played a vital role in the village 
for the number of years he has been 

with us. 

 
Litter picking has become quite a welcome pastime over the last few months for 
many people, with LCC promoting this and issuing the lilac rubbish bags we see all 
over the village.  SPC has had a loyal band of litter pickers for many years, and we 
welcome the latest volunteers to this activity.  SPC holds a small stock of the litter 
picking devices for those interested, and would be pleased to help coordinate the 
actual picking.  
 



 
 
The Parish Council is still seeking extra allotment space, but this continues to seem 
impossible. However, there is a waiting list for those interested in having an 
allotment, and they should contact the clerk.  Our new compost bins have been 
installed on the site. 

  
During lockdown, we have all seen a huge increase in the number of walkers, 
joggers and cyclists.  This has led to some conflict, particularly on Path 102, also 
known as the Red Lion or Cinder path.  This Right of Way is a footpath rather than 
bridlepath, thus open to walkers only – not horse riders or cyclists.  On this narrow 
path, distancing is difficult.  The Parish Council has repeatedly put up signs at each 
end of the route, but these have been ripped off.  The fence at the Ring Road end 
has been destroyed a number of times, and we very recently had this rebuilt by one 
of our contractors.  This is in part to prevent children and dogs running out on to the 
road.   Our contractor has also undertaken repair of stiles and cutting back 
overgrowth on Public Rights of Way.  

 
We were asked to instal CCTV at either end of the village.  Unfortunately, the cost of 
this is around £90,000, which is prohibitive.  However, if you have private CCTV, 
you may like to register this with the police.  They would call on you to view 
recordings if crime took place in your vicinity.  This has worked well in the past.  If 
you are interested in this, or any other aspect of SPC, please contact the clerk. 
 
Brief items of news:  Our website has been updated. We have taken responsibility 
for the Defibrillator, we continue to press for resolution of drainage issues on 
Gateland Lane, and water pooling in Holywell Lane.  Our request for flashing 
warning lights at the school was turned down.  We are endeavouring to highlight a 
Boundary stone off Holywell Lane. 
 
Grants and funding during the period have been awarded to: the Tennis Club, 
Village Hall, Recreational Centre, Scouts, Horticultural Society, Cricket Club, 
Shadwell United, Shadwell Methodist Church and Shadwell Library. 

 
My thanks, as always go to our Clerk, Mike Woods who has certainly been a great 
asset to the workings of the Council and without whom, we would undoubtedly grind 
to a halt.  The amazing commitment of all the Parish councillors continues.  Thanks 
to our main contractor, Peter Hallas, who has proved himself invaluable, and to the 
Ward Councillors for their on-going support. And lastly to all of you who have helped 
others during the Covid pandemic.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!!  
 

We were asked to increase 

what we did for Christmas, 

and we’re pleased to say that 

Christmas lights will be 

installed this year on a number 

of lampposts throughout the 

village, along with the 

Christmas trees and the lights 

at the library.  Our Ward 

Councillors have kindly 

contributed a grant of £1500 

toward these.  With the efforts 

made last year at the Red Lion 

and the shops, Shadwell 

should be very festive.   
 

The Switch on of Shadwell's Christmas Lights will take place on Friday, 3 

December, based at the Red Lion.  Watch our website and the Red Lion's 

Facebook page for more information as it develop. 
 

 

 

 

ARE YOU PLANNING TO LIGHT UP YOUR HOME THIS YEAR? 
 

Would you like to be included in Shadwell’s first ‘Route of Lights’, a map 

showing where residents should walk to see all the festive lights?  This has been 

successful in other villages.  

 

If you would like to be included, please let us know – Contact the Clerk.  
 

 

 

MORE ABOUT CHRISTMAS 
  

The Parish Council hope to hold an over 80s lunch again in spring, but, this 

Christmas, would like to repeat the delivery of plants to our older residents.   If 

you are in this age group, or you know of someone in the village over 80, please 

let us know so they may be added to our list.  We don’t want to miss anyone out! 
 

 

 

 



 
 
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 
At long last, Shadwell’s Neighbourhood Plan has finally been made.  It has taken 

years to get to this position, and has been through public consultations, 

submission, consultation, vetting by the independent examiner, and finally 

referendum in May this year.  The Parish Council thanks all those on the Steering 

Group who have worked tirelessly on the Plan on our behalf, and all the residents 

who voted Yes. The plan will influence the nature and scale of development in 

Shadwell and includes policies on housing, heritage, design, landscape, wildlife 

and the environment, and as such, will affect the parish as a whole.  We urge 

residents to see more details which are available on the SPC and Shadwell 

Neighbourhood Plan websites, with paper copies in the Library.  
 

 

SHADWELL IN BLOOM  

After a short break at the beginning of 

restrictions, the Shadwell in Bloom 

volunteers started their work again – 

socially distanced of course – to restore 

Shadwell to its normal state of care.    

  
The work undertaken by the volunteers of 

Shadwell in Bloom cannot be 

underestimated.   

 

 

They undertake grass cutting, hedge cutting, litter picking, collecting leaves, 

weeding, sweeping, bed preparation, planting, watering, woodwork, building 

flower beds, and anything else required to enhance the look of the village, and 

also, this year, creating flower beds at Shadwell Nursery to engage the very 

youngest in our community in growing plants. The flower beds have looked 

particularly colourful this year. We certainly owe them a huge thank you.  



 

 

BROWN BIN COLLECTIONS WILL COME TO AN END ON 

MONDAY, 29 NOVEMBER – for the majority of the village.  Parts of 

Main Street have a different collection day.  

 

 

 

 

SHADWELL PLAYGROUND – HOLYWELL LANE 

Congratulations to the Playground Committee for their commitment to updating the 

playground.  Such a great achievement, and already being very well used.  I’m sure all the 

young families will be making the most of the facility, and the grassed area is great for a kick 

around.  Shadwell Parish Council were pleased to support this venture with a substantial 

grant.   

 
 

The popularity of the park and playground has led to some parking issues, with residents 

being unable to get onto their property.  Please consider where you park – or better still, walk 

or cycle to Holywell Lane.  

 

 

SHADWELL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Many of you will know that, sadly, the Horticultural Society has now disbanded after more 

than 70 years in existence.  Not only were regular meetings and outings held, their year 

culminated in the Annual Shadwell Flower Show, and this event will be sorely missed.  Once 

again, the volunteers have worked tirelessly over the years, but without new, and younger 

members, it was not possible to continue.  Following the winding up of the Society a 

generous donation was received to go towards horticultural endeavours in the village, for 

which the Parish Council is extremely grateful. 
 
GRANTS  

Don’t forget – if your organisation or group needs a grant, please get in touch with the Parish 

Council Clerk or use the on-line form on our website.  Grants are considered four times a 

year, in March, July, September and December.  



 

THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE WEEKEND 2022 

Next year the Queen will become the first British Monarch to 

celebrate 70 years on the throne.  There will be an extended 

bank holiday from Thursday 2 June to Sunday 5 June and the 

Parish Council is working on ideas to celebrate this amazing 

milestone in Shadwell.  If you have any ideas, or would like to 

be involved, or if you are planning an event, please contact the 

Clerk so we can coordinate activities.  We were pleased to 

receive a donation from the former Shadwell Horticultural 

Society towards these celebrations.  

 

COLD CALLING CONTROL ZONES 

What are they, and how do they work? 

Cold calling is not illegal, but most people do not welcome it.  Some residents in the village 

have asked about setting this up across the whole village.  This is not possible, but small 

areas could set up their own Zone.  If you are interested in finding out more, please check 

our website or contact the Clerk.  
 

 

 
The Parish Council welcomes the efforts of the new Shadwell Shows group in organising a 

varied series of events over the spring and summer. The events have been well supported and 

have raised a lot of interest in the village. The downside is that on occasions there have been 

parking problems and difficulties for those accessing driveways or trying to drive through 

the village. Please walk or cycle to events if you possibly can and, if you do need to use your 

car, please park considerately.   

 

YOUR FEEDBACK – is always welcome.  Please feel free to let us have your comments or 

suggestions, or ways in which we can further improve our Village.  
 

Debbie Potter Chairman  0113 265 7575  Vidya Venkatesh  0788 873 4464 

Emma Stapleton   0789 438 6860  Nirmal Tulwa  0789 490 8012 

Norman Taylor   0113 273 7393  Geoffrey Wilson  0113 273 7164 

Denise Trickett   0785 028 3529  David Ford  0776 050 8890 

   Daljit Sehmi  0778 885 5168 

Clerk: Mike Woods 0775 171 8483      Email: clerk@shadwell-parish-council.org    

Website: www.shadwell-parish-council.org 

 

DATES FOR SHADWELL PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2021/2022 

AGENDAS FOR ALL MEETINGS ARE PUBLISHED BEFOREHAND ON THE SPC WEBSITE 

AND NOTICE BOARD 

 

 NOV DEC JAN 2022 FEB MAR 

Planning 15 13 17 14 14 

Full Council 15 13 (Grants) 17 14 14 (Grants) 

Finance   10 (Precept)   

Village Maintenance   10   

Meetings are held on Monday evenings in Shadwell Library on Main Street. 
Committee meetings usually start at 6:30pm followed by Full Council at 7:00pm. 


